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.} that catalog, but the incident ‘did- undelscme
‘what;Dulles had been talking-about. . B

areas whereas utmost seerecy' pxevmls 1

SOME AlClIcall SCleNuists nave suggostecl
that the Russians could have obtained, all}
the information they needed about the
theory of atomic weapons without comnut-
gtmg a single act of espionage in this country.:
{ -In the view of these scientists the Russiang
';could have acquired. all the essential theox‘"_
[ etical'information simply by keeping un with'y
u what thé government was releasing officiallv.
ion the subject or by reading the technical'
‘Joumals 4
" 'This 18 a matter that ehclted a rccent ex—!
:pression; of concern from Allen 'W. Dulles,t
head of the Central Intelligence agency. . He’
said he would give a great deal-to“bé abl\,
to-learn as ‘much about the Soviet Union aS|
the Soviet Union “can learn f1om us by’
mercly reading the press.”

Scarcely were the words out ‘of his mouth
' before a detailed catalog of American- Wea-~!
‘pons in. plocluctlon or scheduled for produc—i
ttlon turned. up in Washmgton without any!
[ kind of secrecy lable. Possibly the Russlans
already were familiar with the contcnts of.

.f'

It-does seent o little strange that” 1nfoxma—}
. tion should circulate 50 freely ifi these vital:

other areas of government ‘where the peOpIe
have every right to expect enhghtenment
Sigma Delta Chi, professional- joumallstic‘
-fraternity, has pointed, to"a spreading ‘cond-"\
ency! in' government, to maintaii: sec1ecy iy
matters not involving national securxty but_
vitally affecting the taxpayers. - s
© It recalls that in 1953 conglessmnal com-_
mittees -held" 1,357 ~star - chamber: 1met1ngs
from which both press and public were birs'
‘red. This was 44 percent of the 3,105 ,COn~
" gressional comml’otee meetmgs held thati
- year. .
Considered at these sec1et meetmg’s wele
‘such subjects of legitimate "concern’ to*the
| beople as appropriations, expenditures, taxes _
drouth relief. foreign alid, dlsposal of sulplus
farm products, waste in’ govelnmen‘c ’cauffs )
public housing and immigration.
‘ Certainly representative government C'ln t:,:
function at its best when the: restraint of '
[ public opinion is missinig*in. the lcglslatxve‘
' process. But public: opmmn can’t form in- 'x
-vacuuni.
. Equally disturbing 19 ev1dence that thxs‘
tendency in the federal govemmcnt is- p1o~
- viding an example for similar seczccy at the‘
lower leévels of government. ’
~ What. the country needs: obviously is Iess
secrecy. in matters plopcxly the concern- 01'
the public and less laxity in dnattezs ivolv-
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